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regions. In Central America only Salvador has a density of population
equal to that of Cuba and the Dominican Republic, but such density is a
small matter compared with that of Haiti, Jamaica, and especially Puerto
Rico. Only in a few other places such as Java and Hawaii does tropical
agriculture reach any such high level of productivity as in Puerto Rico.
The secret of this lies partly in the rainfall. In large parts of the island
abundant, but not excessive, rain falls during about eight months, and
there is a drier, but not really dry, season in our winter. On the south
side the dry season is longer and more severe, but the difficulties arising
from this are considerably diminished by irrigation. Another factor is soil
of unusually good quality derived from volcanic rocks and limestone. A
third factor is greater care in cultivatior than is given in most parts of the
tropics. The fact that sugar and other plantation products grow especially
well has been an element in promoting good cultivation.
Still another factor is that compared with tropical people in general
the Puerto Ricans are good workers. A location far out iu the ocean helps
to give Puerto Ricans vigor because it permits the tradewinds to blow
freely. A location close to the border of the tropics brings the benefit of at
least a "cooler" season, even though trrs season is as warm as the summer
of the northern United States. Where people work well the population
tends to become dense. In studying tropical countries, it must be remem-
bered that only in a few small and especially favored areas is it possible
to have any such profusion of crops and any such density of population as
in the West Indies, and above all in Puerto Rico. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the density of the population is so extreme that great poverty prevails.
Even where the population is dense the tropical type of development
does not especially foster large cities. San Juan, the capital of Puerto Rico,
has only 137,000 people; Port-au-Prince in Haiti is considerably smaller.
Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic and Kingston in Jamaica are
only half the size of San Juan. Havana in Cuba, however, is an excep-
tion. Aside from Mexico City it is the only city of more than half a million
people in all of Latin America until Rio de Janeiro is reached in Brazil.
Its size is due partly to the great sugar industry of Cuba, partly to a loca-
tion on a much-traveled water route from the northeastern United States
and Europe to the Gulf States and Mexico, and partly to fame as a tourist
center.
South America
South America is a delight to the geographer because it furnishes so
clear an illustration of a "typical continent." (1) One of the typical fea-
tures is a lofty western cordillera, or series of young mountain ranges and
plateaus, rising steeply from the Pacific Ocean. The youth of this cor-

